182     MAXIMILIAN  THE  DREAMER
if needful on Charles of Guelders and his lands. But fortunately for his reputation Julius II did not live to carry out the scheme. The great fighting Pope, who had loved nothing better than to change his tiara for a helmet, and his sceptre for a sword, brought his warlike career to an end in February, and was succeeded by Leo X, the art- and pleasure-loving Medici Cardinal.
The new Pope found himself in a difficult position, and was ready to form an alliance, in March, with the Emperor, Spain, and England, to drive the French out of Italy and divide their conquests. The Swiss had been employed to such purpose in the rescue of Milan that they were practically masters of the city, and the young Duke, Massimiliano Sforza, only ruled by their will. Maximilian had been at length convinced by his daughter of the importance of alliance with Henry VIII, and by her diplomacy, a treaty was concluded on April 5, 1513, between himself, Spain, and England, from which last he was to receive 100,000 golden crowns, while the marriage of his grandson Charles with Mary of England was to complete the compact.
Meantime Louis XII had lost Navarre, but nothing daunted, he once more crossed the Alps, and the Venetian forces advanced to his support. A French fleet soon held Genoa, and the invader was so successful that before the end of May, only Novara and Como were left to the Duke of Milan. But early in June the French army attacked Novara which was held by the Swiss, and a decisive battle followed in which the foot-soldiers of the cantons, without any help andcountry village, a tent encamped before some                          companies of German
